
22nd District Executive Committee Meeting Minutes February 16, 2025 

The 22nd District Executive Committee Meeting was held on February 16, 
2025, at American Legion Post 521 in Pasadena Texas. 

District Commander Terry Contella called the meeting to order at 2 p.m. 

Opening Ceremonies were conducted in due form. 

Commander Contella then acknowledged Past NECman Butch Sparks, 
Past Division & 22nd District Commander Jimmy Mitchell, Past District 
Commanders, Jim McGuire, and Joseph Thomas, Past District 
Commander, and current SAL Commander for the 2nd Division. 

Roll Call of Officers and Posts 

All District Officers were present except the District Finance Officer, District 
Chaplain, and the District Webmaster who were excused. The district still 
has vacancies for a Service Officer and Public Relations Officer. All posts 
were represented except Posts 416, 472, 596, and 654. According to 
Judge Advocate Jimmy Mitchell we had a quorum. 

Officer Reports: 

Adjutant: Butch Sparks stated that he had sent each post a copy of the 
November Executive Committee minutes and asked our District webmaster 
to post them on our District website.  J.T. Thomas moved to accept the 
report as presented.  Jim McGuire 2nd.  Motion carried. 

Finance Officer:  Butch Sparks, District Adjutant read the District Finance 
Report (Attch 1) as prepared by Lynn Sparks.  Motion by Butch Sparks to 
accept the report, second by J. T. Thomas. Motion carried. 

Judge Advocate: Jimmy Mitchell had no report. 

Chaplain: Excused No Report  

Historian Hector Hernandez reported on History of Post 319. (Attch 2) 

Sergeant -At-Arms J. T. Thomas said there were nineteen members in 
attendance. (Attch 3) 

Vice Commander Robert Harvey provided an update on the District 
Membership. (Attch 4) 



Commander: Terry Contella informed the body that he will be visiting posts 
and that he will just drop in. (Attch 5) 

Post Reports: 

Post 52 – Report Attached (Attch 6) 

Post 77-  Report Attached. (Attch 7) 

Post 164- Report Attached (Attch 8) 

Post 319- Report Attached (Attch 9) 

Post 391 – Report Attached (Attch 10) 

Post 416 – Absent – No report 

Post 472 – Absent – No report 

Post 490 – Report Attached (Attch 11) 

Post 521 – Report Attached (Attch 12) 

Post 596 – Absent – No report 

Post 654 – Absent – No report 

Committee Reports: 

American Legion Riders: Report Attached (Attch 13) 

Boys State; Oratorical; Webmaster – Chairman Excused.  No Report 
available but there was a discussion on bus availability for transportation of 
our boys to Boys State this year.  Adjutant Sparks said he would check with 
Juan Torres and Harry Woodstrom to see if we are going to have free 
buses this year. 

Americanism/School Awards – Report Attached (Attch 14) 

Advisor to the S.A.L. – J.T. Thomas gave an oral report stating that the 
District S.A.L. is doing okay but a few squadrons need to turn in some 
members. 

POW/MIA – Report Attached (Attch 15) 

National Security- Chairman absent- No Report 

Community Service – Report Attached (Attch 16) 



Scouting – Chairman J.T. Thomas informed the body of the available 2nd 
Division Scholarship for $1000 that is given out to a Scout each year.  
Asked the body to contact him for more details. Deadline for submission is 
March 1, 2025. 

Disaster Preparedness – Chairman J. T. Thomas stated that we should be 
doing more to help our veterans during disasters such as the Hurricane 
which hit our area last month.  He stated that additional training will be 
available in September and that we need to initiate fund raising for this 
important program. 

Membership Report – Report Attached (Attch 17).  Jim McGuire, 22nd 
District Membership Chair stated that the district is doing terrible as a whole 
on membership.  He highlighted those posts that were doing good and 
those that were not doing good. 

Unfinished Business 

J.T. Thomas discussed the proposed Coffee Tour for the 22nd District. (Attch 
18)  He asked the posts to send Harry Woodstrom suggested dates for 
tour.   

New Business 

Butch Sparks moved that the district conduct a review of Post 654 
operations.  2nd by Jim McGuire.  Discussion: According to Jim McGuire he 
has attempted to assist the post and during his last visit he was informed 
they have several problems which require solutions.   Butch stated if this 
motion is approved that a letter and instructions be sent to the Post 
Commander at Post 654.  Motion carried. 

Butch Sparks moved that the district inform Post 596 that they have 30 
days in which to address their membership issues and if not accomplished 
the district will initiate cancellation of their charter.  2nd by Jim McGuire.  
Discussion: Jim McGuire and others have reached out to assist this post 
with no positive results to date.  Butch stated if the motion is approved a 
letter notifying the Commander of Post 596 the actions of this meeting.    
Motion carried. 

Butch Sparks moved that the Posts that consistently do not attend the 
District Executive Committee meetings be sent a letter explaining they are 



violating the District Constitution and By-Laws ant their continued absences 
may result in district actions.  2nd by J.T. Thomas.  Motion carried 

Butch Sparks informed the attendees that he had provided a copy of our 
draft C&BLs to each post asking for them to provide Jimmy Mitchell, District 
Judge Advocate and him any suggested changes.  Our hope is that we can 
get the revised C&BLs approved at our District Convention in April for 
submission to the Department for approval. 

Jim McGuire moved to approve an expenditure of $450 to sponsor three 
events in our area by the Regional Houston Veterans Chamber of 
Commerce.  2nd Sandy Krum.  Discussion: Jim McGuire stated that these 
events have a lot of potential members and in fact the one attended in Katy 
resulted in 7 new members for Katy Post.  He suggested that Post 319, 490 
and 521 be invited to the events and hopefully gain new members in the 
process.  Motion carried. 

J.T. Thomas moved to approve $500 to the Thom Skelly campaign for 
National Commander, Sons of The American Legion for the year 2026-
2027.  Second by Sherry Thomas.  Discussion: None.  Motion carried. 

Good of The Legion: 

Commander Contella said our next meeting will be on April 12, 2025, at our 
District convention at Post 164 in Katy. 

Butch Sparks gave a brief explanation of membership and how 
memberships are handled after February 28, 2025.  Members lose their 
membership status and must be reinstated by the General Membership 
beginning on March 1, 2025.   After this date, members who have not 
renewed can be declined membership, however the rule is that all 
members falling in this category must be addressed using this procedure.  

Closing Ceremonies were held in due form. 

Butch Sparks 

22nd District Adjutant 

Enclosures  




















































	2025-02-16-district22-exec-committee-meeting-minutes
	Feb dec attch 1
	Feb dec attch 2
	Feb dec attch 3
	Feb dec attch 4
	Feb dec attch 5
	Feb dec attch 6
	Feb dec attch 7
	Feb dec attch 8
	Feb dec attch 9
	Feb dec attch 10
	Feb dec attch 11
	Feb dec attch 12
	Feb dec attch 13
	Feb dec attch 14
	Feb DEC attch 15
	Feb dec attch 16
	Feb dec attch 17
	Feb dec attch 18

